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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on May 14, 2020 via 
video-conference and live-stream on the City of Blue Ash YouTube Channel.  Mayor Marc Sirkin 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Councilman Leet led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Vice Mayor Pramod Jhaveri, Councilman Jeff Capell, Councilman 
Joe Leet, Councilwoman Katie Schneider, Councilwoman Nikki 
Yasbeck-Schwieter, Councilman Lee Czerwonka, and Mayor Marc 
Sirkin 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Clerk of 
Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, 
Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, 
Parks & Recreation Director Brian Kruse, Fire Chief Chris Theders, 
Police Chief Scott Noel, Executive Assistant Julie Kipper, and 
interested citizens 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Leet seconded to accept the agenda. A voice vote 
was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM to consider a final development plan for a new office building and site 
development in the Summit Park Subdivision 

a. Citizens wishing to comment on this item will have two weeks following the public hearing to provide 
feedback via the format described above. The project will be voted on at the next City Council meeting.  

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of April 23, 2020 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – April 2020 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for April 2020 

e. Proclamation – Public Works Week – May 17-23, 2020  

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2020-20,  providing for amendments within the 2020 annual appropriation 
Resolution No. 2019-62 

2. Resolution No. 2020-21;  Authorizing the purchase of real property consisting of 
approximately 2.44 acres 

b. Planning & Zoning Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2020-22; approving a plat to allow Chick-Fil-A to dedicate right-of-way to the 
City of Blue Ash 

c. Public Safety Committee, Jeff Capell, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2020-3,  Amending certain Sections of Part 3 Traffic Code and Part 5 
General Offenses Code 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
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11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

a. Personnel Matters – to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, 
demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

5. PUBLIC HEARING to consider a final development plan for a new office building and site 
development in the Summit Park Subdivision (Resolution 2020-23) 

Mayor Sirkin noted that Planning Commission recommended approval at their May 7, 2020 
meeting, and any citizens wishing to comment on this item will have two weeks following the 
public hearing to provide feedback via email to administration@blueash.com.  The project will 
be voted on at the next City Council meeting. 

Mayor Sirkin introduced Tom Wilson, Steve Dragon and Kevin Dicke, of Summit View 
Development to begin their presentation. 

  

Mr. Tom Wilson, Director of Real Estate Development for Al. Neyer, LLC, introduced the Summit 
View Development team including Mr. Steve Dragon, Vice President at Vandercar Holdings, 
Doug Kramer, Vice President of Neyer Architects, and Landscape Architect, Kevin Dicke, with 
MKSK. 

Overview of Neighborhoods at Summit Park 
Development site plan showing current and future 
construction projects.  

Vehicle access points from Summit Parkway, Carver 
Woods Drive and Gateway Drive 

Mr. Wilson stated the project is for a three building, 75,000 Sq. ft. Class A multi-tenant office 
building. The proposed building will be located adjacent to the senior living facility that is 
currently under construction. He explained that initially, this will be the first office building but 
plans allow for  the option to increase density by adding two other office buildings of 
approximately 75,000 sq. ft andd 90,000 sq. ft, respectively in a campus style format with 
adding structured parking within the site. He noted that vehicular access will be from public 
roadway systems along Summit Parkway, Gateway Drive and Carver Woods Drive. Pedestrian 
access will be from Summit Parkway and the service parking lot at the rear of the building. 

mailto:administration@blueash.com


BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 

May 14, 2020 
 
 
 
Page 3 
 

Upon completion, the parking areas will be well screened from view along Summit Parkway. 

Mr. Kramer stated that vehicle access would be from Summit Parkway, Carver Woods Drive 
and Gateway Drive. As shown in the rendering, the entry driveway in between the proposed 
building and future building terminates in a round structure (labeled 04 in the above slide) that 
is the shared refuse enclosure for the site, which will be screened from view of the office 
buildings and surrounding areas using materials complimentary to the office building itself. 
Landscape plantings would also be consistent with those throughout the Summit Park 
development. 

Plan showing project site fully built out with 
additonal buildings and parking structure 

Perspective rendering illustrating the view along 
Summit Parkway and Carver Woods Drive  

View of parking lot from Carver Woods Drive. The 
beige colored brick ties into existing Summit Park 
buildings to complement and also creates a 
standard for other buildings in the development. 

Another view from parking lot showing some of the 
brick and wood materials. 

View of West elevation from Carver Woods Drive 
showing proposed brick and glass materials. 

East elevation illustrating dark brick base and use 
of wood veneer materials. 
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Rendering of the pedestrian entry along Summit 
Parkway showing the outdoor amenity space 
adding to the desired walkability throughout the 
development. 

Representation of the proposed building along 
Summit Parkway showing use of brick and 
extensive use of glass materials. 

 2D renderings of elevations showing there is not a 
defined “rear” of the building by utilizing the same 
materials on all four sides 

Enlarged rendering showing North entry with 
planned brick, wood, metal and glass materials and 
landscape plantings 

Digital samples of the proposed materials palette 
for the buildings to create harmony with existing 
Summit Park buildings 

Rendering of proposed building in the background 
as viewed from the North end of the park with the 
restaurants’ pavilion at Summit Park. 
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View from the Observation tower showing how the 
proposed building fits in to the aesthetics used 
throughout the park. 

 

Mr. Kramer concluded the presentation and Mr. Wilson invited any questions from Council.  

Councilman Leet asked if the proposed energy absorbent glass materials would create a 
magnifying effect out on to people in the park. Mr. Kramer stated that they do not believe it will 
and the glass itself is a low reflectivity glass. 

Councilman Capell asked for clarification on the future proposed buildings and parking 
structure.  Mr. Wilson confirmed that this initial approval is for the first office building with 
surface parking and then they would come back for approval for the future buildings with a 
structured parking format. 

Councilman Czerwonka stated that the development team has done a phenomenal job on 
design with dimensions, textures, colors, and materials that fits very well within the confines of 
the park area. 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked if the name of the building has been determined and where it will be 
located, and if the outdoor seating area will be to accommodate a future restaurant on the 
street level of the building. Mr. Wilson stated that the signage package has not been submitted 
yet, but they plan to replicate similar signage that has been approved for buildings within the 
development. He noted they envision it will incorporate ground mounted signs with multiple 
tenant names consistent with other buildings.  He stated they would also consider naming 
rights for the building presumably in conjunction with a large tenant.  He explained that the 
outdoor seating area is not intended for any future restaurant, but mainly for the use of the 
building tenants and visitors and to add to the pedestrian friendly environment throughout the 
park. Vice Mayor Jhaveri thanked the team for a great job on the presentation and stated that 
the building is very attractive and works well with the vision for the park. 

Councilwoman Yasbeck-Schwieter agreed with other comments regarding the attractiveness of 
the building and thinks it will be a nice addition to Summit Park. 

Councilwoman Schneider agreed with the positive comments about the aesthetics of the 
building and stated it is well designed and fits in with the mixed use development. She noted a 
concern about the close proximity of the future office building to the proposed roundabout at 
Gateway and Carver Woods Drive and asked if the landscaping will be relocated to 
accommodate it in order to screen the building view. Mr. Wilson confirmed some of the 
landscaping would be impacted, but it would not deter from the sidewalks and the right of way 
for the roundabout. 

Mayor Sirkin stated that it is almost identical to the concept plan. He noted that he loves the 
glass, and the design style and architecture. He thanked the team for a great presentation. 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri noted on the concept plan, there is a proposed large commercial building at 
the corner of Reed Hartman Highway and Glendale-Milford Road. He asked if there has been a 
change in this plan.  Mr. Wilson confirmed that the concept plan for the “District”, which is the 
area that Vice Mayor Jhaveri is referring to has not changed and the plan still includes a 
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proposed 200,000-400,000 sf office space for a corporate headquarters. 

With no further comments from Council, the public hearing was declared closed at 7:27 PM.  
Mayor Sirkin restated that any citizens wishing to submit comments on this project should 
email administration@blueash.com prior to the next Council meeting. 

Mr. Waltz echoed the sentiments of Council and noted that Planning Commission has 
recommended approval of the project. The Neyer Design team achieved a lot of the design 
elements and the project complements the Park. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of April 23, 2020.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 
Motion carried. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports from Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c. Mayor's Report – April 2020 

TOTAL RECEIPTS: .........................................................................................................................................  ...... $715.00 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
To Blue Ash 
  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) .................................... $530.00 
To the State of OH: ..................................................................................................................................... $179.00 
To Hamilton County Municipal Court…………………………………………………………………………...    $6.00 
Refund of Appealed/Overpaid Fines and Costs………………………………………………………………… $0.00 
Bond Money returned  ............................................................................................................................ $0.00 
Restitution payment ................................................................................................................................ $0.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .............................................................................................................................  ...... $715.00 

BALANCE IN BONDS: 2/29/20 ....................................................................................................................... $0.00 
Mayor’s Court traffic citations issued ................................................................................................................... 12 
Mayor’s Court Building charges/Criminal citations issued……………………………………………………      5 
Total Mayor’s Court citations issued  ......................................................................................................      17 
Blue Ash rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases: ………………………………………………………........................         $530.00 

d. Financial Report – April 2020 

Councilman Czerwonka moved Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to accept the Financial Report for 
April 2020 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING APRIL 30, 2020 
MONTH TO DATE 2019 2020 

START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $46,563,277.92  $53,870,314,.48 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $4,342,172.32  3,434,736.41  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $5,111,214.52  $5,375,843.95  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  $9,453,386.84  $8,810,580.36 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments $58,575.00  $43,931.25  
 Short term Debt Payments -  -  
 Other Expenditures: $4,521,303.77  $4,301,092.49  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  $(4,579,878.77)  $(4,345,023.74) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $51,436,785.99  $58,335,871.10 
   

YEAR TO DATE 2019 2020 
START OF YEAR FUND BALANCE:   $46,657,445.51  $52,589,517.28 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $12,509,374.40  $12,413,848.49  

mailto:administration@blueash.com
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 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $7,457,402.96  $7,656,024.17  
 = Total YTD Receipts  $19,966,777.36  $20,069,872.66 
     
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Retirement $1,004,236.03  $955,945.03  
 Short term Debt Payments -  -  
 Other Expenditures: $14,183,200.85  $13,367,573.81  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:   $(15,187,436.88)   $(14,323,518.84) 
YEAR TO DATE FUND BALANCE:   $51,436,785.99  $58,335,871.10 
100% of the fund balance was invested as of 4/30/2020  YTD Interest received: (incl. in Other Rev.): $ 228,802.07  Receipt 
and expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers or advances.  All debt includes principal and interest. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING APRIL 30, 2020 
MONTH TO DATE STATUS: 2019 2020 

 Business Net Profit $1,032,109.01  $841,983.57  
 Resident Net Profit $407,179.68  $190,626.23  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $123,262.46  $33,194.94  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $82,299.53  $77,455.76  
 Net Profit Total  $1,644,850.68  $1,143,260.50 
 Withholding $2,627,521.15  $2,213,825.86  
 Subcontractor Withholding $69,800.49  $77,650.05  
 Withholding Total  $2,697,321.64  $2,291,475.91 
 Monthly Collection Totals  $4,342,172.32  $3,434,736.41 
    - 20.90% 
     

YEAR TO DATE STATUS: 2019 2020 
 Business Net Profit $1,640,275.01  $1,680,092.57  
 Resident Net Profit $631,986.51  $428,518.63  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $203,158.32  $100,096.36  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $100,550.85  $104,111.90  
 Net Profit Total  $2,575,970.69  $2,312,819.46 
 Withholding $9,712,972.08  $9,830,314.93  
 Subcontractor Withholding $220,431.63  $270,714.10  
 Withholding Total  $9,933,403.71  $10,101,029.03 
 YTD Collection Totals  $12,509,374.40  $12,413,848.49 
    - 0.76% 
 YTD Refund Totals  $226,641.10   

e. Proclamation – Public Works Week – May 17-23, 2020 

Mayor Sirkin presented a proclamation for Public Works Week. He thanked Gordon Perry, Public 
Works Director, and the entire Public Works Department staff. 

HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

While there was no opportunity for citizen comment during the meeting, the public was 
encouraged to email comments related to agenda items or general communication in advance of 
the meeting to administration@blueash.com.  All citizen inquiries received via email were posted 
on the City’s website (with email address redacted), reviewed by elected officials, and recorded 
with the meeting minutes as attached. 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing agenda 
items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the May 14th Council agenda.  

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM to consider a final development plan for a new office building and site 
development in the Summit Park Subdivision  

Summit View Development is proposing to build a 75,000 square foot, three-story office building on 4.1 acres 
within the Neighborhoods at Summit Park development. The proposed multi-tenant building would front Summit 
Park at the intersection of Summit Parkway and Carver Woods Drive. The site is within the Parkview 
neighborhood in the approved Concept Plan for the overall development. 

The proposed site includes surface parking that extends south to Gateway Drive and would share access points 
with a future office building on the abutting site to the east. The approved Concept Plan includes the possibility 

mailto:administration@blueash.com
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that a third building would be built at the southwest corner of the site together with a parking garage to account 
for the loss of surface parking. 

Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its May 7, 2020 meeting and recommended approval to 
City Council with conditions. 

Please direct questions regarding this item to the Community Development Director. 

8.a.1. Resolution 2020-20 – Providing for amendments within the 2020 annual appropriation Resolution 
No. 2019-62 

Upon Council’s approval of Resolution 2020-21 authorizing the purchase of real estate, this budget amendment 
will provide $4.5M for the purchase and other miscellaneous costs associated with the acquisition.  Staff will look 
into the feasibility of funding this purchase with short-term debt as details of the purchase contract solidify. 

The City received $10,687.19 in relief funds from the Department of Health and Human Services designated for 
costs associated with COVID preparedness.  This Medicare funding is tied directly to the City’s EMS services.  
This budget adjustment appropriates the receipt and related expense within the Fire Department’s operating 
supplies account.  

The final budget adjustment of $2,500 covers the repair cost associated with third party damage of two City fire 
hydrants.  Reimbursements are expected through claims filed with third party insurance companies. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services Director or related 
Department Director. 

8.a.2. Resolution 2020-21 – authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and enter into an agreement for 
the purchase of real property including the entirety of parcels 612-0050-0546, 612-0050-0547, 612-0050-
0343, 612-0050-0342, and 612-0050-0341 of the Hamilton County Auditor's Office records consisting of 
approximately 2.432 acres 

For many years the City of Blue Ash has pursued the 2.44-acre Hosbrook property at the corner of Cooper and 
Kenwood Roads with an interest in redevelopment. Recently the property became available at a purchase price 
of $4.3 million. This resolution allows the City Manager to enter into a purchase agreement for the property at 
that price. It is anticipated that the City will hold the property for some time until the economy is favorable for 
development. 
 
Please direct questions regarding this item to the City Manager. 

8.b.1. Resolution No. 2020-22 – Approving a plat to allow Chick-Fil-A to dedicate right-of-way to the 
City Of Blue Ash 

As a part of its PUD approval, Chick-fil-A agreed to build a public sidewalk adjacent to its site along Reed 
Hartman Highway and Ashwood Drive. This proposed subdivision is only to create the parcel that contains the 
public sidewalk so that it may be dedicated to the City of Blue Ash as public property. The property is currently 
under construction consistent with the PUD approval from May 2019. 

This does not require a public hearing. 

Please direct any questions regarding this item to the Community Development Director. 

8.c.1  Ordinance No. 2020-3 – amending and re-enacting certain Sections of Part 3 Traffic Code and 
Part 5 General Offenses Code  

Ordinance No. 2020-3 incorporates the State law changes required for the Traffic Code (Part 3) and for the 
General Offenses Code (Part 5) as part of the annual Code of Ordinances update. These changes mirror 
revisions made at the State level, bringing the City of Blue Ash into compliance with the Ohio Revised Code and 
the Ohio Administrative Code. The current changes have been reviewed by Dinsmore & Shohl as well as by the 
Police Administration. 

Please direct questions regarding this Ordinance to the Police Chief. 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2020-20 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-20 

PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE 2020 ANNUAL 
APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION NO. 2019-62 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2020-20.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet, Yasbeck-Schwieter, 
Czerwonka, Capell, Schneider, Vice Mayor Jhaveri and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Resolution No. 2020-20 passed. 
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Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2020-21 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-21 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY INCLUDING 
THE ENTIRETY OF PARCELS 612-0050-0546, 612-0050-0547, 612-
0050-0343, 612-0050-0342, AND 612-0050-0341 OF THE 
HAMILTON COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE RECORDS CONSISTING OF 
APPROXIMATELY 2.44 ACRES 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Leet seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2020-21.  

Mayor Sirkin noted that he has received many positive and enthusiastic comments from 
residents thanking the City for taking action to purchase the property. 

Councilman Czerwonka clarified that this property is the Hosbrook property at the corner of 
Kenwood and Cooper Roads.  

Councilman Capell asked what the current environmental status is for the property and if there is 
any cleanup required and if so would the costs associated with remediating any environmental 
issues be the seller’s responsibility prior to the completion of the sale or would the City incur 
those costs. 

Mr. Waltz stated the City is working through the due diligence process and that some preliminary 
reports show that remediation has previously been done on the property. He noted that an 
environmental attorney is working with the seller and they do not anticipate any problems. Mr. 
Waltz stated that if any additional remediation is necessary, the costs involved with that have not 
yet been negotiated. He stated that until the City has had the opportunity to complete the due 
diligence process, it is premature to speculate on additional costs.  

Councilman Capell asked if any analysis had been done to determine how many additional jobs 
may be created from the development of this site and what the payback period might be on the 
4.3 million purchase price from an investment standpoint.  

Mr. Waltz stated that the funds to purchase the property have been budgeted in the Capital 
Reserve Fund. He noted that Council will determine what the redevelopment of this property will 
look like in the future so the number of jobs that may be created as a result of the development 
is difficult to determine at this time. 

Councilman Capell stated he was mixed on this issue. He stated that on one hand it is a very key 
piece of property and there are obvious benefits to the City owning it in order to have the 
discretion to control the development of the property, however he stated he would be a lot more 
comfortable if the price was closer to what he feels is more of a market value and if we knew 
more about any potential environmental costs, as well as a better idea of the number of jobs that 
could realistically be put there from an investment perspective. 

Mr. Waltz stated that Council will have the opportunity to determine the development of the 
property. As to the market value, he noted that it is a percentage more than the adjacent 
property, and the seller had a contract with another buyer for the same value that fell through for 
non-financial reasons.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Capell, Yasbeck-
Schwieter, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons, Leet, Schneider, Czerwonka and Mayor Sirkin 
voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 2020-21 passed. 

b. Planning & Zoning Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2020-22 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-22 

APPROVING A PLAT T0 ALLOW CHICK-FIL-A TO DEDICATE RIGHT-OF-
WAY TO THE CITY OF BLUE ASH TOTALING 0.2322 ACRES 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2020-22.  
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Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked for clarification on the location of the sidewalk and if it will extend along 
Reed Hartman Highway to Cornell Road. Mr. Waltz confirmed the sidewalk would extend from 
Ashwood Drive along Reed Hartman Highway to Cornell Road. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Schneider, Leet, 
Yasbeck-Schwieter, Capell, Czerwonka, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven 
yeses. Resolution No. 2020-22 passed. 

c. Public Safety Committee, Jeff Capell, Chairperson 

Councilman Capell asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2020-3 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-3 

AMENDING AND ENACTING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF PART 3 TRAFFIC 
CODE AND PART 5 GENERAL OFFENSES CODE; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to suspend the rules of Council 
requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet, 
Schneider, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons Yasbeck-Schwieter, Capell, Czerwonka and Mayor 
Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Capell moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Ordinance 2020-3.  

Councilman Capell asked for clarification that this ordinance is adopting code changes in order to 
be compliant with recent changes in the State Code. Mr. Pacheco confirmed this ordinance is to 
adopt the code changes as determined by the State.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Leet, 
Schneider, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons Yasbeck-Schwieter, Capell, and Mayor Sirkin voted 
yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 2020-3 passed. 

9. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz provided Council with an update on the City’s financial status and budgetary impacts 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. He explained that the City, not unlike all other local governments in 
Ohio, will experience some degree of revenue loss and disruption of city-wide operations while 
continuing to provide essential government services.   

He noted that there are challenges in determining the impact on revenue due to a number of 
factors including unknown staffing arrangements implemented by Blue Ash businesses, delayed 
tax filings, and the lag in collections typically being 60-90 days behind. However, Q1 collections 
were higher than expected, which gives the City a little more cushion during this unprecedented 
time. He stated that City Administration will have better understanding of the true impact to the 
City’s budget over the next couple of months, but the City is in good shape to weather through the 
recovery. 

He stated that he greatly appreciates Council’s leadership and the City’s Department leadership 
has done an amazing job working through a wide range of adjustments in these uncertain times.  

Mr. Waltz stated that he and Parks & Recreation Director, Brian Kruse, had a meeting with 
members of the local American Legion Post via ZOOM. He noted that they had some good 
feedback and suggestions with some concerns, but overall were supportive of the Towne Square 
development project.  

Mr. Waltz noted that flags will be at half-staff on Friday, May 15, 2020 in honor of Peace Officer’s 
Memorial Day. 

Ms. Harrington provided Council with an update on some ideas for how the City may be able to 
assist Blue Ash businesses during the COVID-19 recovery process.  

She noted that staff has been reviewing the market and what was successful pre-COVID and 
what may be successful after COVID. She stated that in 2017 when the Zoning Code was 
updated, it was heavily focused on office space. She explained with more businesses having 
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people working remotely, the City may need to take a look at the current and future market for 
office space and possibly rethink the zoning in certain fringe areas of the Summit Park Zoning 
District. She noted that all of the prospects coming through REDI and the economic development 
initiative tend to be more on the light industrial and manufacturing type of projects. She stated 
that staff is looking for feedback and reaction from Council on the possibility of varying the zoning 
in this area to include light industrial and manufacturing businesses. 

Councilman Capell stated that it seems to make sense to consider options in this area east of 
Reed Hartman Highway. 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked if there is a lot of empty square feet of office space in the area. Mr. 
Waltz stated in an attempt to diversify the economy, it seems that for the foreseeable future, jobs 
are more likely going to be non-office type jobs. He explained that the policy question is really 
more about if Council would like to consider other options and rely less on office space with the 
threat being that there will be less demand for office space with more people working remotely. 

Councilman Czerwonka stated he believes it is important to keep things on the flexible side with 
demographics changing and look at things on a case by case basis. 

Councilman Leet stated that he agrees with staff and pointed out that office space is becoming 
less in demand and with more people working from home, people are learning new ways of doing 
things. He noted that people are always going to need things made and he supports looking at 
alternatives for this commercial area. 

Councilwoman Yasbeck-Schwieter stated she feels that with the recent COVID-19 pandemic, 
office space is definitely going to be affected and less in demand. She agrees it is necessary to 
be flexible and open to looking at other options. 

Councilman Capell agreed that the City could be left with a lot of empty space if we don’t 
recognize that the economy and workforce is changing to allow the traditional office jobs to work 
from home.  

Ms. Harrington also noted that Hamilton County is launching a program to assist small 
businesses in their recovery efforts from the impact of COVID-19. She stated that the City plans 
to promote the information to Blue Ash businesses as soon as more details and information 
become available.  

Ms. Harrington commented that a few Blue Ash restaurants have reached out to staff requesting 
some flexibility on the Zoning code as it relates to outdoor dining in order to allow for them to 
reopen in compliance with the restrictions set forth by the State. She stated that under the 
Emergency Declaration by the City Manager, staff does have the authority to implement some 
temporary procedures during this time to allow for flexibility for these types of requests that 
otherwise do not meet the current zoning code. Staff thinks it is appropriate to allow flexibility in 
order to promote the health and safety of our citizens and economic viability for the community. 
However, with flexibility comes challenges and so staff is also requesting advanced forgiveness 
as they navigate this process. 

Mayor Sirkin agreed that the City needs to be as flexible as possible to help our local businesses 
and restaurants get back on their feet as quickly as possible and over the next few months. 

Mr. Waltz clarified that staff would be working with businesses on options that are temporary and 
would end after the declaration expires. 

Councilwoman Schneider asked if the City plans to put out guidelines to all the local businesses 
or if it would be on a case by case basis. 

Ms. Harrington confirmed that staff intends for the businesses to reach out to the City first and 
then work with them on a case by case basis. 

Councilman Capell stated that’s it a good idea to be flexible with local businesses to expand their 
outside dining but to be responsible about it. 
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Mr. Perry noted that the Touch a Truck event had to be cancelled due to COVID-19. He thanked 
Council for acknowledging Public Works Week and the Public Works staff for all their hard work in 
keeping the City running smoothly. 

Mr. Kruse stated the Recreation staff has been busy working on developing a reopening plan in 
response to the Governor’s recent announcement regarding Stay Safe Ohio orders as they relate 
to the opening of community pools. He noted that a public notice was posted the City website and 
social media informing the public that they are working as quickly as possible to determine the 
proper direction for the Recreation Center operations, day camps, tennis and other programming. 
He explained that more information will be forthcoming in the coming weeks and that they are 
anxious to get the part time staff back to work and the facilities reopened as long as it is done in 
a safe and responsible manner. 

He stated that there has been discussion on the topic of the recreation center fees increase 
approved last December by Council that were scheduled to go into effect May 1st. He explained 
that with the closure of the Recreation Center in March due to COVID-19, there has been 
discussion on plans to essentially pause memberships out of fairness to patrons not being able 
to utilize the facility and the restrictions that will be in place once the recreation center reopens.   

Mr. Kruse noted that the Hunt House project should be starting fairly soon within the next month 
beginning with the fumigation and remediation process and once that phase is complete, a bid 
will be put out for the restoration portion. There are no plans for any programs at the Hunt House 
until the project has been completed. 

Chief Noel stated that this week is National Police Week. He noted that the outpouring of support 
from the community has been overwhelming and is very much appreciated by the entire Police 
staff. He stated that the birthday party parades are now finished and noted that in 30 days, the 
Police and Fire Departments participated in a total of 84 birthday party parades, which were 
covered by local news and social media. 

Counselor Pacheco wished everyone a safe and Happy Memorial Day weekend. 

Councilman Czerwonka thanked the Public Works Department for a great job. 

Councilman Capell commented on the number of views of prior Council meetings have received 
since holding the meetings remotely via ZOOM and streaming live on the City’s YouTube channel. 
He thanked the City employees and Blue Ash businesses for keeping the City going during the 
pandemic.  He commented on the budget memo and update provided by the City Manager and 
asked about the percentage estimates regarding loss of revenue. 

Mr. Waltz clarified that the memo was not describing a percentage loss, but instead a net loss 
based on making operational gains from a reduction in operations. He noted the Administration 
is not predicting 10%, but that in fact the loss could be as high as 25 % in May based on the 
earnings tax revenue, which is a significant part, but there are other funds that are more stable 
and won’t vary, such as real estate taxes. 

Councilman Leet noted that the number of views of the previous Council meeting videos are not 
necessarily accurate in that it is possible that the same people are watching multiple times and 
viewers are not watching the entirety of the meetings. 

Councilwoman Yasbeck-Schwieter thanked City staff for being creative in finding ways to help 
Blue Ash businesses during the reopening. 

Councilwoman Schneider noted that the City will need to be flexible and open to changes as the 
economy reopens and work styles change.  

Vice Mayor Jhaveri thanked Mr. Perry for answering all the questions from Peppermill Farms 
residents regarding the roundabout project. 

Mayor Sirkin commented on the Plainfield-Hunt Road Corridor roundabout project. He noted that 
over the last few years, many experts from American Structurepoint, Blue Ash Public Works 
Department, OKI Regional Transportation and ODOT and all their associated civil engineers and 



BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 

May 14, 2020 
 
 
 
Page 13 
 

traffic engineers have determined that the current plan is the safest way to alleviate the 
congestion and safety issues within this Corridor. He stated that the Peppermill residents do not 
agree with the experts, and would prefer to redesign, eliminate or postpone the project that abuts 
their subdivision. He stated that every Council member and City staff member has listened, read 
all the correspondence, studied and restudied the engineering reports, traffic reports, design 
reports and have asked countless questions. He stated that he is personally convinced that the 
experts will leave us with a safer, quieter, less polluted and less congested region. He asked that 
if there are any other comments on this subject, please bring them forward now. 

Councilwoman Schneider noted that some of the comments that have been submitted regarding 
this project state that Council is being insensitive and pushing this project forward during the 
COVID pandemic. She stated that Council is not being insensitive and taking advantage of the 
time. She explained that the project has already been approved in the past and it seems like 
there is a misconception that the project is up for a vote right now. 

In response, Mayor Sirkin stated that if four Council members felt like Council had not done their 
due diligence and wanted to stop this project that is an option which is why he asked if there 
were any other comments on this project. Hearing none, he thanked the City Administration for 
their conservative fiscal policy, and noted that we are lucky to have such a talented group of 
people working to keep the City strong during these times. He extended special thanks to all the 
first responders and the Public Works staff. 

Council collectively thanked the City Administration and all City employees for their hard work and 
flexibility to all the necessary adjustments with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor 
Jhaveri seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to Personnel.  
The Clerk called the roll. Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons Capell, Leet, Schneider, Yasbeck-
Schwieter, Czerwonka, and Mayor Marc Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

After matters pertaining to Personnel were discussed, Councilman Leet moved, Councilman 
Czerwonka seconded to convene to the regular meeting. A voice vote was taken. All Council 
members voted yes. Motion carried. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor 
Jhaveri seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. The 
Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:45 PM. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Marc Sirkin, Mayor 

 
_________________________________________ 
Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 
 
 
MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Julie Kipper, Executive Assistant 
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From: YY Davis 
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 7:29 PM

Subject: Citizen Comments 05/14 Council Meeting 

Greetings 

My name is YY Davis I am the owner of Marx Bagels on Kenwood Road. 

I am proud that we have been able to remain open through the coronavirus by following government safety 
guidelines, which has allowed us to keep all employees on payroll (except those that chose not to work or were 
unable to), pay our rent and all our bills. I think its a testament to the importance of this business to the 
community and I appreciate the support of the community throughout this period too. 

We have the opportunity to open outdoor seating this Friday May 15, one week ahead of indoor seating. This 
would no doubt increase much needed sales and allow the public to begin enjoying eating out again as the 
weather improves. 

We put together a plan, cleared by our landlord and Hamilton County Health department, to place a roof only 
tent in front our store taking 3 parking spots. The plan includes placing concrete blocks surrounding the tent for 
safety reasons to prevent cars driving into where customers are seated,  as well as fire extinguishers etc.  

We were advised that this is not allowed by city zoning and would like to request an urgent variance so we can 
proceed with the plan. All Occasions Rentals has been amazingly responsive and helpful in planning this and 
would still be able to put up the tent at 8am Friday morning if the council could approve this tonight.  

Thank you 

YY Davis 

www.marxhotbagels.com 

￼ 
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From: Richard Tremblay 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 3:35 PM
To: administration@blueash.com
Subject: Citizen Comments

Resolution 2020-21 Hosbrook Property Purchase 
As noted in the resolution to purchase this property, there are no plans to develop this property for the 
foreseeable future in light of the current economic situation, once the property is purchased.  
For that same reason, the actual property purchase should be delayed. I realize by purchasing this property the 
City will better dictate what gets developed at this site. Until there’s a thorough understanding of the revenues 
coming into Blue Ash both short term and long term, investments such as this should be delayed. 
Simultaneously, this investment needs be prioritized with other investments and significant capital 
expenditures.   

I believe our tax revenues are going to be negatively affected for some time to come due to COVID-19. 
Purchase of this property for $4.3 million may be a great deal, but it may not be the right thing to do right now.  

Summit View Offices 
Please ensure as this office building goes forward, the City of Blue Ash has minimal expenses supporting this 
project. There need to be contingency plans by the developer, which are funded by the developer, if this project 
goes bully up. My understanding is Blue Ash has a glut of office space, and this was prior to COVID-19. I 
suspect this will only get worse and not turn around for along time to come. I just want to make sure Blue Ash 
isn’t stuck with an albatross and has to pay to fix it.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Rick Tremblay 
5750 Samstone Court 

Sent from my iPad 
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From: Trish Glass 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 12:51 PM
To: administration@blueash.com
Cc: Capell, Jeff; Marc Sirkin; Lee Czerwonka; Leet, Joe; Katie Schneider; Pramod Jhaveri; 

Nikki Yasbeck
Subject: Citizen Comments

Dear Council, 

The Peppermill residents (nearly 70 homeowners) have submitted countless letters and pleaded with you to exclude the 
Peppermill roundabout from the project.  We've presented numerous arguments supporting the merits of our position.  

We ask that any vote to continue with the project be placed on hold until the COVID‐19 crisis is over.  The Peppermill 
residents deserve (and want) Council to hear us in person and in masse in an open forum.   

In the meantime, we ask the City to present a project proposal to ODOT/OKI that exempts the Peppermill 
roundabout.  We also ask that a roundabout at Peppermill only be considered after the completion of the other parts of 
the project if the inclusion of Peppermill proves to be warranted. 

There have been a lot of misstatements by the City as to whether ODOT/OKI will approve the project if Peppermill is 
excluded and the amount of funding that will be available and the timing of the project without Peppermill.  How can 
the City profess to know the answers to these questions, and how can we believe you, if the City hasn't even asked 
ODOT/OKI to consider the project without Peppermill? 

Given these extraordinary times and with so many residents opposed to the Peppermill roundabout, the City owes it to 
the Peppermill residents and everyone in the City to fully investigate the option of excluding the Peppermill roundabout 
from this project. 

Respectfully yours, 

Dominic and Angie Acito, 9579 Benchmark Lane 
Al and Elizabeth Bobst, 9468 Tramwood Court  
John and Sonia Chua, 9457 Tramwood Court 
John and Sonia Chua, 9465 Tramwood Court 
Greg and Debbie Cohen, 9547 Benchmark Lane 
Jim and Kathy Connors, 9562 Benchmark Lane 
Scott and Natalie Dotson, 4299 Berryhill Lane 
Henry and Diana Fenichel, 4304 Peppermill Lane 
St. John and Donna Fletcher, 4223 Peppermill Lane 
Per and Nancy Flem, 4269 Berryhill Lane 
Rachel & Steven Frankel, 9499 Benchmark Lane  
Mark Freiberg & Lynn Lipschutz, 9510 Benchmark Lane 
Tim and Michelle Galvin, 4257 Berryhill Lane 
Gary and Tricia Glass, 9471 Tramwood Court 
Alan Goldstein, 4329 Berryhill Lane 
John and Clara Grider, 9523 Benchmark Lane 
Ron & Bonnie Grzegorzewski, 4326 Berryhill Lane 
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David and Doris Hamilton, 4275 Berryhill Lane 
Bob and Kathy Hansen, 4335 Berryhill Lane 
Stephen and Judy Henning, 4308 Berryhill Lane 
Bill and Lynne Hilliard, 4283 Peppermill Lane 
Mark and Andrea Hull, 4302 Berryhill Lane 
Bill and Isabel Hopp, 9571 Benchmark Lane 
Brandon & Melissa James, 9474 Berryhill Lane 
Tim and Fern Jones, 4266 Berryhill Lane 
Jim and Carla Jowanovitz, 4316 Peppermill Lane 
Howard Kalnitz & Pam Duncan, 4328 Peppermill Lane 
Bill and Barb Keller, 9570 Benchmark Lane 
Jim and Judy Kuethe, 4305 Berryhill Lane 
Carolee Langhorne, 9490 Benchmark Lane 
Jim Leas, 9477 Tramwood Court 
Matt and Claire Lee, 4235 Peppermill Lane 
John and Pat Leikhim, 9454 Tramwood Court 
Lenny Loeb, 9475 Benchmark Lane 
Anton and Cindy Loon, 4307 Peppermill Lane 
William & Wendy Mallory, 9456 Benchmark Lane 
Jonathon and Sarah McClelland, 9515 Benchmark Lane 
Steve and Terri McDonough, 4323 Berryhill Lane 
Ryan and Shauna McNally, 4211 Peppermill Lane 
Yisroel and Chana Mangel, 9483 Benchmark Lane 
Monal & Kausha Mehta, 9462 Tramwood Court 
Fred and Kathy Miller, 4247 Peppermill Lane 
Mark & Marina Mitsnefes, 4259 Peppermill Lane  
Michael & Dana Moskowitz, 9459 Benchmark Lane 
Harvey Richman, 9485 Tramwood Court 
Michael and Erin Rogers, 4278 Berryhill Lane  
Pilar and Jonathan Samuel, 4268 Peppermill Lane 
Randy and Fabiana Sandow, 9555 Benchmark 
Wendy Schuler, 9578 Benchmark Lane 
Perry and Lauren Seal, 9486 Tramwood Court 
Jeff and Mindy Seibert, 4292 Peppermill Lane  
Bob and Stephanie Sheard, 4346 Berryhill Lane 
Rick and Anita Silverman, 9563 Benchmark Lane 
John and Judy Snyder, 4290 Berryhill Lane 
Paul and Arlene Solomon, 4214 Peppermill Lane 
Dick and Lynn Standen, 9480 Tramwood Court 
Joe and Linda Stern, 4296 Berryhill Lane 
Lisa Tessell, 4311 Berryhill Lane 
Darlene Thielen, 4332 Berryhill Lane 
Dan Tyska & Danielle Harris, 9451 Tramwood Court 
Alan and Susan Ullman, 4341 Berryhill Lane 
Cameron and Sara Vincent, 4263 Berryhill Lane 
Doug and Melissa Vincent, 9492 Tramwood Lane 
Alan and Diane Weber, 9470 Benchmark Lane 
Mark Weisser, 9531 Benchmark Lane 
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Sandi and Amy Willinger, 4317 Berryhill Lane 
Stuart and Kady Willison, 4281 Berryhill Lane 
Howard and Diane Yasgur, 4280 Peppermill Lane 
Robert and Marcy Ziek, 4295 Peppermill Lane 
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From: Margaret Del Favero 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 4:42 PM
To: administration@blueash.com
Subject: BA Council Meeting Comments from Margaret Del Favero, 3779 Cooper Road

Hello,  

I hope all is well. Following are a few comments in question format. Thank you for the opportunity. I will send 
the flyer referenced in Q1 in a separate email (message too large). Best regards, Margaret Del Favero 

1) Attached is a flyer mailed to residents' homes when the Blue Ash Towne Square redevelopment was
discussed in 2008 (in partnership with Miller-Valentine Group). This document probably spurred some concern
from individuals, especially pertaining to the relocation of the Veterans Memorial. I have a couple of questions:
a) Can you confirm if our City goals are still the same as noted in 2008? b) Is the concept from 2008 feasible in
2020, at all? The 2008 concept appears very congested with development while the 2020 concepts focus on
more green space. Can a representative speak to the change of focus.

2) The purchase of the 2.44 acre Hosbrook property. The current sale price is $4.3MM. I have a few questions:
a) Why is the City of Blue Ash purchasing the property instead of a developer? b) Does the price reflect fair
market value? c) Why wasn't the property purchased years ago when the City was initially presented with offer
and unfortunately  evolved into an eminent domain issue that did not prevail? d) When purchased,  "It is
anticipated that the City will hold the property for some time until the economy is favorable for development."
How long is sometime? e) In what state will it be held...1) current appearance or 2) will the declining buildings
be removed?

3) Will the City communicate ways for the citizens to learn more and provide input on the project and the
overall infrastructure needs of the downtown area? For example, 1) use of Hosbrook property, 2) the
infrastructure of road renovation and/or the addition of curbs on side streets?

4) How will the purchase of the Hosbrook property and the Towne Square Improvement effect the budget? Will
any reallocation of funds be necessary? If so, explain.

Margaret Del Favero 

513-225-6656
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